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CJRU 202: Introduction To Criminal Justice 

[Fall 2018] 

Tuesday and Thursday  

6:40 – 8:00 pm 

September 6 – December 13 

 

Instructor(s): Dr. Michele Muni  

Location: Lucy Stone Hall B117 

Email: mlmuni@crimjust.rutgers.edu 

Course description 
"Something old, something new, something borrowed, something blue.”  The American Criminal Justice 

System borrowed many of its original ideals from the Europeans.  However, many of the American ideals 

were her own.  Americans suspicious of government intervention preferred direct citizen involvement in 

criminal justice.  As society became more populated this system became too cumbersome, thus justifying 

the need for a criminal justice system, formal police organizations, and formal punishment.   In 1829, 

Philadelphia, PA was one of the first states to experiment with the penitentiary, with Eastern State 

Penitentiary.  Penitentiaries, like Philadelphia’s Eastern State Penitentiary, developed to create a more 

humane system of punishment.  Prisoners lived in solitary confinement, for the purposes of repentance.  

The revolutionary ideas drew visitors such as Charles Dickens, Alexander de Tocqueville and Gustave de 

Beaumont.  While Eastern State impressed de Tocqueville and de Baumont, Dickens seemed to foresee 

the horrors the prison would become.  He documented his views in American Notes for General 

Circulation.   In due time, Eastern State became a prison of horrors.  Today it is a museum and according 

to folklore the souls of former inmates roam the corridors.  Since the development of prisons, in 1829, 

America has struggled with operating a system that punishes, rehabilitates, all the while upholding the 

ethical treatment of inmates.  Today, studies suggest that two thirds of released state inmates recidivate.    

That said, the past six decades of presidential platforms have focused on either criminal justice or 

homeland security issues.  Each presidential candidate offering plans to create policies that will reduce 

crime, racial disparity, and improve homeland security.  At the same time, the past sixty years have been 

fraught with criticisms that that the criminal justice system, police, prosecutors and corrections are largely 

ineffective or that “nothing works” in criminal justice reform.   

 

This course offers an introduction, overview, and survey of the American criminal justice system and 
its subsystems – police, courts, juvenile justice, corrections, and victim/witness assistance.  
Throughout the course of the semester, we will explore the processing of criminal defendants from the 

point of entry into the criminal justice system to departure.  Course discussions will highlight the 

functions and structure of agencies of the criminal justice system (police, courts, correctional facilities) 

and how they operate as a system.  Emphasis is also placed on the study of current and future critical 

issues such as due process, discretion in the administration of justice, community policing, police ethics, 

domestic violence intervention, probation and parole effectiveness and correctional issues. Students are 

asked to keep an open mind about whether there could have been a more efficient and effective method of 

solving problems.  

 

Course Aims and Objectives 

  
1) At the end of this course students will be familiar with the criminal justice process from arrest to 

prosecution, sentencing, and punishment.  

 Why: As future criminal justice practitioners or academics students should understand the role of 

each sector of the criminal justice system.  Moreover, as future or current criminal justice 



 2 

professionals or academics, students should be familiar with and understand the current policies 

used to prevent and intervene in crime. 

 What: PowerPoints, videos, and class discussion 

 How (Assessment): Class discussion, quizzes, and exams. 

 

2) At the end of this course students will be familiar with the key theoretical causes of crime.  
 

 Why: As future criminal justice professionals or academics, students should be able to articulate 

the core theoretical concepts that form the foundation of analysis and research in criminology and 

criminal justice today.  It is not enough to simply memorize certain facts and theories about 

violence.  Such facts and theories are useless unless you can apply them to your own lives and the 

larger community.  

 What: PowerPoint’s, videos, and class discussion 

 How (Assessment): Class discussions, quizzes, and exams.  

 

3) At the end of this course students will understand the roles of criminal justice professionals such 

as police, prosecutors, judges, and corrections professionals.  

 Why: Students should understand the role of each sector of the criminal justice system and the 

link between agencies.  

 What: PowerPoints, videos, and class discussion 

 How: (Assessment): Class discussions, quizzes, and exams     

  

4) At the end of this course students will be able to compare and contrast the various methods by 

which data about crimes and offenders are gathered, compiled, and analyzed.  

 Why:  As future criminal justice practitioners or academics students should be familiar with the 

different sources of criminal justice data and the benefits and flaws of each source of data. 

 What: PowerPoints, videos, and class discussion 

 How: (Assessment):Class discussions, quizzes, and exams.    

Program in Criminal Justice Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey  

Learning Goals: 

A Statement of Principles  

The Program Committee for the Program in Criminal Justice at Rutgers University in New 

Brunswick has adopted a series of learning goals for students who complete the major.  These 

goals represent the consensus of the faculty regarding the concepts a student should grasp and 

the skills a student should acquire in the course of completing the major.  These goals guide the 

choices faculty makes about the structure of the curriculum and the requirements for our majors.  

Moreover, they guide faculty and instructors preparing course material and teaching courses.  

The Program in Criminal Justice will provide students with a rich understanding of crime and 

criminal justice in the United States and abroad through an interdisciplinary approach, that 

blends a strong liberal arts educational experience with pre-professional instruction in the field of 

criminal justice.  Graduates of the program will be well-informed citizens on the topic of crime 

and justice, and qualified for graduate study or for employment as practitioners in a variety of 

legal, policymaking, and law enforcement fields.  
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Criminal justice majors graduating from a research university should be able to use critical 

thinking, factual inquiry, and the scientific approach to solve problems related to individual and 

group behavior.  In addition, students should have an understanding of the legal, political, and 

policymaking processes that affect criminal justice systems in the United States and elsewhere in 

the world.  Finally, students should be familiar with the institutional structures and latest 

developments in the field in order to engage in meaningful debate about current public policy 

issues.  

Learning Goals for Criminal Justice Majors  

 Competence: 

a.)  Theory.  Students who complete the major in criminal justice should understand  

and be able to articulate, both orally and in writing, the core theoretical concepts that 

form the foundation of analysis and research in criminology and criminal justice today.  

Core concepts are derived from explanations of crime from a variety of perspectives, 

including biogenic, psychological, and sociological approaches.  There are myriad 

theories of crime that are informed by these perspectives, including, classical, control, 

critical, ecology, labeling, learning, strain, and trait-based approaches.  Theoretical 

literacy should extend to multicultural and international understanding.  

b.) Institutions.  Students who complete the major in criminal justice should understand 

the special role of three types of institutions: Police, Corrections, and Courts.  In addition, 

students should know how institutional forms vary across jurisdictions and how these 

institutions interact with and influence each other.  

c.) Research Methods.  Students who complete the criminal justice major should be 

familiar with the tools, techniques, and data sources necessary for empirical analysis.  

Students should understand the various ways that empirical analysis is used in the 

scientific approach: for description, for developing, and for testing theories.  They should 

be able to analyze data using computer applications and should be familiar with basic 

statistical techniques and regression analysis.  They should be able to read and assess 

research from a wide range of sources, including general interest, academic, and 

government publications.  

 Critical Thinking: Upon completion of the major students should be able to apply their 

understanding of core concepts and quantitative tools to analyze and research real world 

problems, and evaluate alternative policy proposals on a range of criminal justice issues, 

from micro-level analyses relevant to particular cases to management concerns to macro- 

level analyses of legislative and other broad-scale policies.  Accomplishment of this goal 

will require that students can apply their literacy and numeracy skills to different 

institutional structures, within the U.S. and across countries.     

   

 Scholarship: Qualified majors should have an opportunity through such avenues as 

advanced coursework, internships, and faculty interactions to conduct independent 

research on matters of central relevance to the field of criminal justice. 
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School Policies 

1. STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

a) Read all assigned materials: As indicated above, not only does active participation in course 

discussions promote independent thinking, but it also creates an atmosphere that generates 

thoughtful reflection and stimulates others to comment and ask questions.  

 

Materials and Access 

 
Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: 
Pearson. 
 
Online Readings 
 

Assignments and Grading Procedures 

A: 90-100 

B+: 87-89 

B: 80-86 

C+: 78-79 

C: 70-77 

D+: 68-69 

D: 60-67 

F: Below 60 

 

ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Assignments Points Due Date 

Quiz One 15 9/27 (in class) 

Quiz Two 15 10/11 (online by 11:55 pm) 

Quiz Three 15 11/27 (online by 11:55 pm) 

Midterm 25 10/25 (in class) 

Final 30 Final Exam Week (in class) 

 

Course Schedule 
 

MODULE ONE: Course Introductions 

 

This is an introductory section in which you will learn about your classmates, reflect upon your 

goals for the course, and consider questions that you may have about the class.  

 In recent years, the news media, political polls and some politicians have questioned the 

effectiveness of the criminal justice system.  During our class sessions we will explore why early 

Americans decided to forge a social contract, thereby purging certain rights in exchange for 

safety and security.  
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Week One (September 4 and September 6):  Introduction to Course 
 

Reading Considerations:  

 How old is crime in the United States? 

 What is a crime? 

 What is the criminal justice system? 

 Why is a social contract? 
 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
Pearson. Chapter One. Pp. 1-21. 
 

Friedman (1993), Crime and Punishment in American History, Introduction.  Pp. 1-15. 

 

Week Two (September 11 and September 13):  
 

Reading Considerations:  

 Why was crime a threat to the colonies? 

 What is common law? 

 Did punishment reflect social class? 

 

September 11:  

Friedman (1993), Crime and Punishment in American History. Chapter 1, “The Shape  

and Nature of the Law” (pp. 19-30) and Chapter 2, “The Law of God and Man.” New York: 

Harper Collins, 1993.  Pp. 30-58 

 
 September 14:  

History Channel Salem Witch Trials Video 

 

MODULE Two: The Nature and Measurement of Crime 

 

This module focuses on rudimentary topics in research methods and the dominant criminological 

theories.  

 

Week Three (September 18 and September 20):    
 

Reading Considerations:  

 Why is theory important? 

 What do you think is theory that best explains crime and why? 

 What is the difference between criminal justice and criminology? 

 What are some theoretical explanations for bullying? 

o What are the elements of bullying? 

o Why do people bi-stand? 

 Can criminological theory help explain terrorism? 
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 What is an official source of crime? 

 What is an unofficial source of crime? 

 Explain to a non-criminal justice person the issues with criminal justice data. 

 
September 18: Measuring Crime 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ: 

Pearson. Chapter Two. Pp. 22-60. 

September 20: Theoretical Perspectives Part I 

John Braithwaite (1989), Crime, Shame & Reintegration, Chapter 2, “The Dominant Theoretical  

Traditions: Labeling, Subcultural, Control, Opportunity and Learning Theories” Pp. 16-43. 

 

Week Four (September 25 and September 27): Theoretical Perspectives, Cont. 
September 25: Theoretical Perspectives Part II 

John Braithwaite (1989), Crime, Shame & Reintegration, Chapter 2, “The Dominant Theoretical  

Traditions: Labeling, Subcultural, Control, Opportunity and Learning Theories” Pp. 16-43. 

 
September 27: QUIZ ONE 

MODULE THREE: Due Process, Crime Control and Policing 
During this section, we explore the concepts of crime control and due process.  Consider this 

question, what would America be like today without the United States Constitution?  The section will end 

with a discussion on the role of police in the criminal justice system.       

   

Reading Considerations:  

 Compare and contrast the crime control and due process models. 

 Explain how England influenced the American system of justice. 

 Are there different eras of policing? 

 

Week Five (October 2 – October 4) – Crime and Due Process/Policing 
 

October 2: Crime and Due Process 

 
Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle River,  

NJ: Pearson. Chapter Three. Pp. 61-89 
 
October 4: History of Policing 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River,  
NJ: Pearson. Chapter Four.  Pp. 91-108 

 

Pinto, Nick.  January 2015.  “The Point of Order.” New York Times Magazine 
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Week Six (October 9 and October 11): Administration of Justice  
 

October 9: History of Policing 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ: 

Pearson. Chapter Four.  Pp. 109-112 

James Q. Wilson (1968), “Dilemmas of Police Administration,” 28 Public Administration    

 Review. Pp. 407-177 

October 11: Police and Community Relations 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  
Pearson. Chapter Four.  Pp. 112-124        

Goldstein, Herman.  1979.  “Improving Policing, A Problem Oriented Approach.” Crime and Delinquency. 

QUIZ TWO_ONLINE DUE BY 11:55 PM 

Week Seven (October 16 and October 18): Legal Aspects of Policing – Search and Seizure 
 

October 16: Legal Aspects 
 
Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River,  

NJ: Pearson. Chapter Five Pp. 124-159 
 

Moore, Cathy.  1983.  Fourth Amendment--Totality of the Circumstances Approach to Probable 

 Cause Based on Informant's Tips.  Journal  

 
October 18: Interrogation and Investigation 

 

Taylor, Bryan. 2015.   “YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO BE CONFUSED!    

 UNDERSTANDINGMIRANDA AFTER 50 YEARS.” Pace Law Review. Volume 36.    

 Issue One.  Pp. 158-214. 

      

Week Eight (October 23 and October 25): Midterm Exam 

October 23: Critical Issues in Policing 
 
Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  

Pearson. Chapter Six.  Pp. 168-207 
 
October 25: Midterm Exam_IN CLASS 
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MODULE 4: The Courts, Adjudication, Sentencing and Incarceration 
Module 4 touches on various aspects of the criminal justice system from adjudication to 

sentencing and incarceration.  The module ends with discussion on hot topics such as the death 

penalty and critical issues in juvenile justice.  

 

Week Nine (October 30 and November 1): Courts 

October 30: Courts 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River,  
NJ: Pearson. Chapter Seven Pp. 207-230 

 
Friedman, Lawrence.  2002.  Law in America a Short History.  Introduction. Pp. 1-20 

 
November 1: Courts 
Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ:  

Pearson. Chapter Eight Pp. 231-264 
 

Alan Dershowitz (2011), “The System Worked,” Wall Street Journal.  
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702303544604576429783247016492 
 

Week Ten (November 6 and November 8):  

November 6: The Courts, Cont 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ:  
Pearson. Chapter Nine Pp. 265-281 
 

November 8: Restorative Justice 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015.Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ:  
Pearson. Chapter Nine Pp. 284-288 
 

Heather Strang (2004), Repair or Revenge? Victims and Restorative Justice. Oxford: Clarendon  

Press. Chapter One.  Pp. 1-23. 

 

Week Eleven (November 13 and November 15): American Society of 

Criminology 

Week Twelve (November 20 and November 22): Death Penalty 

November 20: Death Penalty 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ:  
Pearson. Chapter Nine Pp. 289-306 
 

November 22: NO CLASS!  HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424052702303544604576429783247016492
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Week Thirteen (November 27 and November 29):  

November 27: NO CLASS 

 QUIZ THREE_ONLINE 

November 29: Community Correction 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River,  
NJ: Pearson. Chapter Ten Pp. 308-335 

Week Fourteen (December 4 and December 6):  

December 4: Prisons and Jails 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle  River, NJ: 

Pearson. Chapter Eleven Pp. 337-363 

December 6: Prison Life 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. 

Chapter Twelve Pp. 364-398 

Week Fifteen (December 11 and December 13):  

December 11: Juvenile Justice 

Schmalleger, Frank. 2015. Criminal Justice, a Brief Introduction. 11th Edition.  Upper Saddle 
 River,NJ: Pearson. Chapter Thirteen  

 

December 13: Kids for Cash 

ARTICLE: 'Kids For Cash' Juvenile Detention Scandal Lands $2.5 Million Settlement In Pennsylvania.  

2013.  Huffington Post.  

ARTICLE: We Must End For-Profit Prisons.  2015.  Huffington Post.  

ARTICLE: http://jlc.org/luzerne-county-kids-cash-scandal 

Week Sixteen - FINAL EXAM:  
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Other Useful Information  

 

Information on Paper Design 

 

APA style: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 

 Articles in peer reviewed journals: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/07/ 

 Books: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/08/ 

 Online Sources: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/10/ 

 Sample Paper: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/18/ 

APA in text citations: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/2/ 

Organizing Literature Reviews: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/994/04/ 

Critical Thinking: http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/the-national-council-for-

excellence-in-critical-thinking/406 

 Be familiar with the elements of thought section 

 

 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/07/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/08/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/10/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/18/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/2/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/994/04/
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/the-national-council-for-excellence-in-critical-thinking/406
http://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/the-national-council-for-excellence-in-critical-thinking/406

